ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1985 Nineteen eighty-five was an unusual year in that, for the first time, the Society's Annual General Business Meeting was held in conjunction with the General Scientific Meeting of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. The Society also officially participated in the GSM, contributing to a highly successful seminar on Retirement from Anaesthesia. Another first was the Annual Scientific Meeting being held with the Canadian Anaesthetists' Society in Toronto, Canada, during June 1985. This highly successful meeting was well attended by Australian delegates and even Australian members of the trade. Several scientific papers were presented by prominent Australan speakers, including Professor Michael Cousins who delivered the keynote address. Our Society is most indebted to the Canadian Anaesthetists' Society for hosting this joint venture and it is hoped that a return meeting will be held in Australia in 1991.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1986
Perth in Western Australia is the venue for this exciting meeting on October 18-22, 1986, which coincides with the commencement of yachting trials for the 1987 America's Cup Challenge. It is eight years since the meeting was held in Perth and it promises to be one of our best attended meetings in years. Official Visitors will be Dr. Bob Merin (Houston, Texas) and Dr. David Gibb (Sydney, N.S.W.).
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1987
An unusual but unique venue, Ayers Rock in the Northern Territory, has been chosen for this meeting on September [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] 1987 . This will be a chance for many local and overseas anaesthetists to visit and experience the beauty of Central Australia. Professor Alistair Spence (Edinburgh, U.K.) and Professor Barry Baker (Dunedin, N.Z.) will be our Official Visitors for 1987.
PRIZES
The 1985 Kevin McCaul Prize, which is awarded for an essay relating to obstetric physiology, pharmacology, anaesthesia or anaeigesia, was presented to Dr. Andrew Day of Queen Victoria Hospital, Adelaide. Dr. Day's study compared intravaginal prostaglandins and intravenous oxytocin as labour stimulants after membrane rupture.
The Jackson Rees Research ·Grant for 1985 was awarded to Drs. Tony Quail and Peter Moore of Royal Newcastle Hospital, N.S.W., for their study on coronary blood flow during fentanyl anaesthesia.
Earlier in 1985, the Bootsl ASA Young Investigator Awards in Anaesthesia were awarded to Drs. Derek Selby (Adelaide) and Ron Woodey (Sydney). The Awards funded the trips of these researchers to Toronto, Canada for presentation of their work at the Combined Scientific Meeting of the Canadian Anaesthetists' Society and the ASA in June 1985. Both the ASA and The Boots Company are hopeful that these annual awards will continue to encourage younger members of our profession in their research endeavours.
During 1986, initiation of the Portexl ASA South Pacific Award occurred, being a grant for promising younger anaesthetists from developing countries of the Pacific region to attend the Annual General Meeting of our Society and undertake a further few weeks' study in our major teaching hospitals. Announcement of the name of the recipient was due in July 1986. The ASA is most indebted to Portex Limited for its support in developmental aid to South Pacific nations. SECRETARIAT After fifteen years of solid service in an expansionary era of the Society's development, Ms. Sue Butterworth has resigned as the Executive Officer of the Society. Sue joined the Society as its first full-time employee and helped it to grow both in numbers of members (presently 1550) and its diverse roles. Sue was farewelled at a special Society dinner held in her honour on September 21, 1985. She has entered a new career in retailing and all members of the Society wish her well for the future.
Welcomed to the Society is Mr. C. Stuart Glanfield as our new Executive Officer. Stuart brings his vast experience in administrative roles to the Society and has also assumed the position of Manager of the journal.
To complete 1985 as a year of changes for the Secretariat, the Society moved its headquarters to new premises in a multi-storey block in Edgecliff, Sydney. The move, necessitated by limited facilities and space at the former office, was completed successfully in December 1985. The new headquarters is close to all major facilities needed for efficient running of the Society and publication of the Journal.
MEDlCOPOLITICS
Nineteen eighty-five, and to a lesser extent 1986, have been years of conflict with governments. The introduction in 1984 of the Government's universal health insurance scheme, Medicare, was the beginning of unrest and dissatisfaction in the medical profession. This was followed by proposed legislation which in several States was seen as a major threat to the livelihood of surgeons and anaesthetists ('proceduralists') and led, especially in the State of New South Wales, to industrial action never seen before in this country. As a result of this dispute, various compromise solutions exist in a rather shaky form while other and associated problems existparticularly the lack of appropriate funding for teaching hospitals, restriction of the growth of the private sector in the face of a diminishing ability of public hospitals to cope with an increased work load, and an ever-looming crisis of maintaining adequate numbers of nursing staff in all hospitals. The Society has throughout 1985 and 1986 worked hard in association with the Australian Medical Association, the Faculty of Anaesthetists and other professional bodies to influence governments and their policies Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. Vol. 14, No. 3, August. 1986 325 toward ensuring eventual satisfactory resolution of all these problems. All members are regularly consulted and up-dated with the problems at hand and it is hoped that these efforts will continue to result in mutually acceptable solutions.
Meanwhile, the Society continues to actively pursue, through its Fees and Anomalies Subcommittee, appropriate recommendations on fees for anaesthetic services. The Convenor of this Subcommittee, Dr. Peter A. Hales, regularly issues bulletins on fees matters to all members and his negotiations with both the Commonwealth Government and the Australian Medical Association have produced a continual update of fees and rebates associated with anaesthetic services. The Society is currently exammmg a total revamp of its recommended billing schedules, a proposal about which members will be kept informed.
ANAESTHESIA AND HOSPITAL STANDARDS
For some years the Australian Council on Hospital Standards has, as a non-statutory body, conducted surveys of many public and private hospitals for the process of accreditation by this Council. The Society has supported its aims and has recently strengthened its ties with the Council by joining the Faculty of Anaesthetists in forming the ACHS Ad Hoc Liaison Committee in Anaesthesia. The Society has thus developed a strong influence on the contents of the ACHS Accreditation Guide, which sets out how anaesthesia services in hospitals are ideally organised and managed. Included in the Guide are recommendations on such controversial issues as clinical privileges, peer review, self appraisal, anaesthesia records and general staff organisation. The fifth edition of the Accreditation Guide is due for publication in late 1986. STANDARDS A major role of the Society has always been to maintain a very high profile in the area of the development of specific standards for equipment and other facilities used by anaesthetists. The Society's input into standards issued by the Standards Association of Australia and the International Standards Organisation continued to be highly significant throughout 1985 and 1986. After many years, Dr. Ross B. Holland stood down as Chairman of the Society's Standards Subcommittee but will continue to serve as a member of that subcommittee. The Society is particularly grateful to Dr. Holland for spearheading the role of anaesthetists in development of relevant standards, standards which we believe rank among the best in the world. Dr. W. John Russell, already well known for his remarkable contributions in this field, has assumed Chairmanship of the Subcommittee.
All Society members are kept informed of new publications issued on relevant standards through regular Society Newsletters. Of particular importance has been the review of AS2500 -the Guide to Safe Use of Electricity in Patient Care Areas -incorporating new international nomenclature. AS2120 on medical suction has also undergone review and AS3009 -on Emergency Power Supplies for Hospitals -has recently been released, as was a standard on symbols for health care in hospitals (AS2786) and a standard on personal medical information devices. These are but a few examples of a host of other new standards or old standards undergoing review which are issued and of special relevance to the practice of anaesthesia. The Standards Association recently published a booklet 'Selected Australian Standards Related to Health Care' which contains most relevant standards, as well as publishing a list of all standards for health care in Australia. These documents are all available from SAA offices.
MISCELLANEOUS
The Secretariat is nearing completion of a proposed new constitution of the Society, a document which has taken several years to complete after consultation with a wide variety of its members. It is hoped to put the draft Set of Rules, which will totally replace the present Constitution, to a referendum of members in late 1986.
The publication of a book on the history of the Society, originally commissioned for the 1984 Jubilee Celebrations, is nearing completion, and despite the many set-backs encountered in its production, is due for release in late 1986. It will be an extensive documentation of the history of the Society, a history which virtually encases the history of the development of anaesthetic practice in this country. Members will receive complementary copies and all others may order copies through the Society.
The Society has recently adopted a policy on establishment and collection of its archives, as well as the formation of a library on the history of anaesthesia. These initiatives are being guided by the Society's Honorary Librarian/Archivist, Dr. Richard Bailey. Dr. Bailey has also commenced production, with the help of Professor Douglas Joseph of the University of Sydney, of several video tape interviews with prominent members of the profession in Australia. These tapes will be made available at a nominal cost to all those interested and will be regularly advertised in appropriate places.
Finally, 1985 saw the elevation of two members to Life Membership of the Society. Dr. Patricia Mackay and Dr. John Turner, both of Melbourne, served the Society and its Executive Committee over many years in various capacities and their Life Membership is but a small reward relative to their extraordinary devotion to duty in the interests of all Australian anaesthetists. RICHARD 
G. W ALSH Honorary Federal Secretary

